
The Call To Prayer 
By Edin Ray mond An der son 

t used to be some what of a mar vel not so long ago
to see the Lord’s Prayer skill fully en graved upon
the head of a pin.  That was some thing to see!  But
not to day…

A ma chine com pany in one of our Mid west ern states
has re cently suc ceeded in en grav ing the Lord’s Prayer
upon the very point of the pin it self!  300 char ac ters form
the task, each of which is about .0002 of an inch and
1/40,000 deep; so shal low that the slight est rub of a fin -
ger will oblit er ate them.

This may be sort of a mea sure for the im print of
phys i cal prayer.  But in all se ri ous ness, might it not be
sug gested that far too much of the Chris tian prayer life is
about as thin and as shal low.  How is one to ap ply the
spir i tual mea sur ing line to the re al ity and to the gen u ine -
ness of our prayer life; and what is the rule by which the
Holy Spirit of God searches out those deep, deep places
of our hearts therein?

The dif fi culty of an en gi neer ing task in en grav ing
phys i cal prayer let ter ing upon a phys i cal ob ject is noth -
ing as com pared with the dif fi culty – (yes, the dif fi culty!) 
which con fronts the Lord Him self in see ing to im press
upon the Chris tian the vi tal ur gency, the ab so lute im por -
tance of gen u ine “pray ing in the Holy Spirit.” (Jude 20). 
There is far too much of re treat from re al ity upon the part
of many, and it alas be comes locked up, tight and fast, in
the dim cor ner of theo log i cal ab strac tion.  Our own lives,
the thin ness and the shal low ness of it, fur nishes more
than enough proof if and when we are will ing and ready
to face up to it.

Prayer is all too of ten a vague some thing which is

preached to us but not prac ticed by us; a dim and hazy
thing fit for the Sunday sanc tu ary but not seen as a driv -
ing force for the needs and cir cum stances of daily liv ing. 
While it is be lieved in, it is hardly be lieved upon; ac -
cepted with out be ing ag o nized over.  It is found aplenty
in the ser mons and in the songs and in the ser vices, but
some where along the line the trans mis sion has ta pered
away into trag edy and “all things con tinue as they were.”

Paul ex horted the Thessalonians to “pray with out
ceas ing” (1 Thess. 5:17) in or der to learn the value and
the strength that co mes of per se ver ing prayer (Eph. 6:18)
so that the Chris tian life might fully mea sure up to the di -
vine stan dard.  “Be strong in the Lord and in the power of 
his might” (Eph. 6:10).  

We need to re call that strik ing word of the LORD,
“with out ME ye can do noth ing” (John 15:5).  What a
word that is to strike across so much of our neg a tive liv -
ing!  Apart from prayer, there is no per cep tion and there
is no power.  There can be no com mu ni ca tion be cause in -
ter ces sion is ab sent.  We are truly noth ing if we make
noth ing of the prayer life, and sooner or later we come to
face our great loss, in the light of His grief and wound ing.  
“Men ought al ways to pray and not to faint” (Luke 18:1)
may well mark that mea sure of the gen u ine ness of much
that passes for prayer in the course of our Chris tian con -
duct.

One could no doubt add many more words; but they
would only re main as words un less there is some thing to
warm them and to work them forth, for His praise.  It
would be far better to read no fur ther, and get alone with
the Lord in some sa cred cor ner and al low the Holy Spirit
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to search the deep things of
our heart con cern ing this
mat ter.  It is high time to
awake out of sleep and to
press prayer into the place of
pas sion and pur pose which
the mind of the Lord has al -
ways in di cated it to be for us.

The Prayer Line, now
reprinted from the Morning

Glory, February, 1967.

ED. Note:  When this sit -
u a tion was so se ri ous over 50 
years ago, think of TODAY!

TOO BUSY 

Too busy to read the Bi ble,

Too busy to wait and pray;

Too busy to speak out kindly

To some one by the way!

Too busy to care and strug -
gle 

To think of the life to come”

Too busy for a heav enly
home.

Too busy to help a brother 

Who faces the win ter blast.

Too busy to share his bur -
den 

When self in the bal ance is
fast!

Too busy for all that is holy 

On earth, be neath the sky; 

Too busy to serve the Mas -
ter, 

But – not too busy to die.

Unknown
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Is Forgiveness Automatic?

“If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a
liar, and His word is not in us.” (I John 1:8-10)

There is a teach ing be ing pro moted to day that guar an -
tees for give ness for the be liever in Christ.  It goes some -
thing like this:  “Christ has died for all your sins, past,
pres ent and fu ture. There fore all of your sins which you
have n’t even com mit ted yet are still for given be fore God. 
So your for give ness be fore God is guar an teed and you
need not be con cerned about them.  There fore, even
BEFORE you com mit a sin, God HAS ALREADY
FORGIVEN it!”

When this is taught and be lieved, then peo ple don’t
care if they sin or not.  Peo ple have the im pres sion that
since their fi nal sal va tion is set, they are now free to live
any way they please.  If some thing they hap pen to do is
sin, it’s for given anyway through Je sus.  This now frees
peo ple to live a life of love to Je sus and not worry about
sin and con dem na tion and they can now have real joy and
live in peace that all is fine be tween them and the Lord.

This is a half-truth.  Je sus has died for all the sins of all
peo ple of all time – past, pres ent and fu ture.  There are no
sins which will ever take place for which Je sus has n’t died. 
This in cludes all the un be liev ers and ev ery thing they will
do in this world.  This is true for the Chris tian and the
non-Chris tian as well.  “And if any one sins, we have an Ad -
vo cate with the Fa ther, Je sus Christ the righ teous;  and He
Him self is the pro pi ti a tion for our sins; and not for ours
only, but also for those of the whole world.” (I John 2:2)

The er ror in this teach ing is to state that for give ness is
au to matic for the Chris tian.  Je sus has died for all your sins 
and made atone ment be fore God of these sins.  But with -
out con fes sion and re pen tance of these sins, there can be
no for give ness.  The Scrip ture says, “If we con fess our
sins, He is faith ful and righ teous to for give us our sins and
to cleanse us from all un righ teous ness.”  (I John 1:9)  To
con fess your sins to God means that you “say the same
thing” as God says about it.  You ac knowl edge that it is
wrong be fore God and you con se quently turn away from
it.  If there is no re pen tance of sins, there will be no for -
give ness of sins.  For give ness is not au to matic.

Re pen tance is not just a one-time act, but a con tin ual
prac tice.  Je sus Him self stated this in Luke 13:3 when He
said, “Ex cept you re pent, you shall all like wise per ish.”
The verb that Je sus uses in this in stance is a com mand to
be fol lowed on a con tin ual ba sis (pres ent im per a tive). 
This means that Je sus tells us that re pen tance needs to be

an on go ing part of our lives.  
Lu ther em pha sized this in the first of the 95 the sis he

posted which said, “When our Lord and Mas ter Je sus
Christ said, ‘Re pent’ (Mt. 4:17), He willed the en tire life of 
be liev ers be one of re pen tance.”  The Lu theran Lit urgy has 
al ways had a sec tion on re pen tance of sin as part of our ap -
proach to God.  Sadly, some mod ern Lu theran churches
have re moved this from their or der of ser vice.

Are we then to live in fear that we will com mit a sin
and die and not have for give ness for that sin and go lost
be cause of it?  No, be cause God prom ises us that if we
con fess the sins we know, then He will cleanse us from not 
only those, but “cleanse us from all un righ teous ness.”  (v.
9)  If we are liv ing in re pen tance for all our known sin,
then God prom ises that the Blood of Je sus is cleans ing us
from all our sins, even those which we don’t know.  Psalm
19:12 af firms this to us when it says, “Who can dis cern his 
er rors?  Ac quit me from hid den faults.”  

So the cru cial ques tion we need to ask our selves is one 
that is scarcely even men tioned to day:  Are you liv ing in
re pen tance?  Re penting of our sins and com ing to Je sus to
for give us is to be a daily life, not just a one-time act.  This
is the way that we can live in con tin ual for give ness be -
cause it is not au to matic.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

“I bore you on ea gles’ wings and 
brought you to My self.”  Ex. 19:4

No bird has wings as strong as the ea gle.  While the
wings of a spar row grow tired, the wings of an ea gle lift
the bird high above the loft i est moun tain peaks and carry it 
across the wide ex panses of the desert.

God’s wings are like the wings of an ea gle.  The wings 
of my soul are small and frail.  They eas ily grow tired, and
then I sink to the ground where I re main help less and dis -
cour aged, glanc ing up ward to the place where I was ap -
pointed to live my life.

God, how ever, has taken ac count of my weak ness. 
There fore He has prom ised to bear me on ea gles’ wings. 
He never grows weary.  On His strong wings He lifts my
soul from all earthly things, up to ward a high and open
heaven, above all bleak deserts, past all steep moun tains. 
On His wings, I am safe.  He will carry me all the way
home.

Lord, I thank Thee for Thy strong arms.  I rest con fi -
dently in Thee.  Lift me higher.  Carry me far ther.  Hold
me firmly un til I am safely at home in heaven.

Rest Awhile, by Fredrick Wisloff
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Christ’s Comfort in Your Crisis 
By R. G. Lee

Chap ter 14 of John’s Gos pel co mes to us drenched
in the tears of mul ti tu di nous con tri tion’s warm with the
fin ger of ag ony and death and fra grant with the faith of
the young and old.  This book co mes to us filled with
ech oes of those who have over come the world, and their
voices tes tify to His sav ing and keep ing power.

This won der ful Book with this won der ful chap ter
stands as a light house for storm-tossed Chris tians mar i -
ners, stands as an un di min ished res er voir of con so la -
tion, stands as a shadow of a great rock in a weary land,
stands as a com mis sary of fond to the spir i tu ally hun gry.

It is a foun tain of re fresh ing to those who thirst af ter
righ teous ness, a chest of med i cines for the wounded on
life’s bat tle field, an army of weap ons for those who
would fight the fight of faith.  This won der ful chap ter is
the pan a cea for all heart trou ble.

How ever, only those who have a gen u ine be lief in
Christ are war ranted in claim ing the com fort of this
chap ter.

We find that it is a com fort to those who are in trou -
ble.  “Man that is born of a woman is of few days and
full of trou ble,” says Job 14:1. “yet man is born unto
trou ble, as the sparks fly up ward” (5:7). 

No one is ex empt from trou ble.  There is no back,
but has its bur den, no soul, but has its sor row, no heart,
but has its ache and no life, but has its trou bles.  Trou ble
is one word in ev ery man’s dic tio nary.   

Dr. Rush used to say to young doc tors, “You will
need two pock ets: One for your fees and a big ger one for 
your trou bles.”

Trou ble is one re al ity that makes all the world akin. 
No bars or bolts or doors can keep trou ble out or away.  

But let us thank God for the balm He gives in trou -
bled hearts, for the com fort and glad ness He brings to
those who are in grief. 

“Let not your heart be trou bled: ye be lieve in God,
be lieve also in me.  In my Fa ther’s house are many
man sions: if it were not so I would have told you.  I go
to pre pare a place for you.  And if I go and pre pare a
place for you, I will come again and re ceive you unto
my self: that where I am, there ye may be also.  Peace I
leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the
world giv eth, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be
trou bled, nei ther let it be afraid.”   John 14:1-3, 27

Selected

\   \   \   \   \   \   \   \

Round and Round We Go 

By James L. Carter 

A man de cided to ride a merry-go-round at a fair. 
When the ride was over, his wife sized him up with her
hands on her hips then said, “Now look you!  You’ve
spent your money.  You got off where you got on.  And
you have n’t been any where yet!”  

This could be the sum mary state ment of life for
many peo ple.  Round and round life goes.  But when it
all stops, where have they been?

Oh, time has been filled, all right.  The hours have
been packed with all kind of ac tiv i ties.  There have been
meet ings, clubs, or ga ni za tions and so ci et ies ga lore.  But 
where has it taken them?

Have they moved a world or a fam ily or even one
life to ward higher stan dards and greater achieve ments?

Have they re al ized some goals?  
Have they deep ened their spir i tual lives, broad ened

their un der stand ing of God, height ened their ap pre ci a -
tion of bib li cal truths or length ened their per cep tion of
spir i tual truths?

Things con tinue to go round and round.  Some times
life goes around at such a speed that we can hardly keep
up.  One of our big gest tasks as Chris tians is to see that
there is con tin ual ad vance ment to ward our goal of
Christlikeness.  We can not af ford to get off where we
got on with out go ing any where. 

Selected

A Sim ple Prayer

Lord, make me an in stru ment of your peace

Where there is ha tred …let me sow love
Where there is in jury …par don
Where there is doubt …faith
Where there is de spair …hope
Where there is dark ness …light
Where there is sad ness …joy

O Di vine Mas ter, grant that I may not so much seek:
To be coun seled …as to con sole
To be un der stood …as to un der stand
To be loved …as to love

For it is in giv ing …that we re ceive
It is in par don ing  …that we are par doned
It is in dy ing …that we are born to eter nal life

Poem from St. Francis
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Ed i to rial 
RES

God Seeks Also those …
“But the hour is com ing, and now is, when the true wor ship per will wor ship the

Fa ther in spirit and truth; for the Fa ther is seek ing such to wor ship Him.”
(John 4:23)

“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro through out the whole earth, to show
Him self strong on be half of those whose heart is loyal to Him.”

( 2 Chron i cles 16:9a)

God is look ing for folk who truly want to know Him
and serve Him!  

One of the great est priv i leges in this earthly jour ney is
to as sem ble pub licly and truly WORSHIP HIM as Sa -
tan is work ing ‘over time’ in seek ing to ac com plish
the same and we can’t serve two mas ters!

Thus, ONE of the great est tasks and priv i leges we
have in this earthly jour ney is to bend our stub born
knee (spir i tu ally) be fore HIM and ad mit our great est
need(s)!  Com ing into His pres ence, where two or
three be liev ers are gath ered; HE has prom ised to be in
the midst of them. No tice what takes place in a per fect
at mo sphere found in the fourth chap ter of Rev e la tion.

I am not ask ing for pub lic con fes sion of our mul ti tude
of SINS; even I re mem ber very clearly in one of the
con gre ga tions that I was priv i leged to serve as an ‘un -
der-shep herd’ stat ing in ef fect: “I have never heard in
the many years that I have been a mem ber here, of any -
one of the pro fess ing Chris tians ever ask ing for for -
give ness from the con gre ga tion!” (I could add; there
is n’t ANY per fect con gre ga tion on the face of the
earth).

Any way, get ting back to the cen tral thought/con vic -
tion of this ‘ed i to rial’ is, ad mit ting ‘our’ (my) need be -
fore the LORD truly from ‘our’ hearts. 

To day many pro fess ing Chris tians are thriv ing on their 
‘emo tions’ in as sem bling to gether with other be liev -
ers: like rais ing hands, clap ping their hands, sing ing
‘songs’ that ap peal to the flesh in mak ing a per son feel
good.  YES, I know there is a lit tle amount of ‘Scrip -
ture’ that en cour ages that; but as I read God’s Word, I
find nu mer ous in di vid u als bend ing or fall ing pros trate 
be fore the LORD, be cause they not only sense HIS
pres ence but are on holy ground.

“O come, let us wor ship and bow down; Let us kneel
be fore the LORD our Maker.  For He is our God,
And we are the peo ple of His pas ture, And the sheep
of His hand. To day, if you will hear His voice: Do not

harden your hearts, as in the re bel lion.  As in the day
of trial in the wil der ness” Psalm 95:6-8.   “There fore,
since we are re ceiv ing a king dom which can not be
shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God
ac cept ably with rev er ence and godly fear” (lov ing
child like fear) He brews 12:28.

So of ten, I think we are like the child who was be ing
chas tened by its’ fa ther who had told the child
‘sit-down’, which the child re fused to do.  So, the Dad
put one hand on each of the child’s shoul ders and
crunch the child sat-down!  Un der his ‘breath,’ the
child said: “I’m sit ting down on the out side, but I am
stand ing up on the in side.”  JUST check in the Scrip -
tures, when the per son or per sons were in the midst of
JESUS/GOD; they ei ther bowed-down or fell at His
feet. This is a sign of con tri tion and hu mil ity!  

I be lieve ‘sim plic ity in wor ship’ here would be a good
ex pe ri ence and prac tice, which is one of the ‘pil lars’ of 
this free, piet ist ic, Lu theran, bib li cal move ment – the
Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion em pha sis –
ad mit ting be fore GOD that we are un de serv ing and
sym bol i cally a worm.

GOD is still seek ing those who will ‘wor ship Him’ in
spirit and truth, that HE may show HE is strong to -
wards them whose heart is per fect, loyal, sin gu lar, lov -
ing to ward HIM!  For where 

“ . . . the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is lib erty.”  (II Co rin thi ans 3:17)

Closing thought: Many years ago a staunch Lu theran
‘Haugean’ shared very clearly in stat ing that when and
where ‘per sonal tes ti mo nies’ in a ‘wor ship ser vice’ are 
no lon ger per mit ted, that church/con gre ga tion is go ing 
down!  That is some thing to think about TODAY
TOO!



6

Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Christian Doctor Faces Losing Medical
License for Praying with Patients

A Chris tian doc tor is un der in ves ti ga tion af ter a
com plaint was filed ac cus ing him of pray ing and “evan -
ge liz ing” pa tients.  

Dr. Rich ard Scott, 58, a gen eral prac ti tio ner at
Bethesda Med i cal in Margate, Kent, Eng land, is the
sub ject of a fit ness to prac tice in quiry launched by the
Gos pel Med i cal Cen ter af ter a com plaint was filed by
the Na tional Sec u lar So ci ety…

The Na tional Sec u lar So ci ety said in the com plaint
…that Scott, who has worked as a doc tor for more than
20 years, made a “vul ner a ble” pa tient feel “dis com fort
at the use of prayer.”,….

Tim Dieppe, head of pub lic pol icy for the ad vo cacy
group Chris tian Con cern told Pre mier that Scott al ways
asks pa tients if they are open to dis cus sion be fore bring -
ing his faith into con sul ta tion.  When they’re not open to 
dis cus sion, Dieppe said that Scott re spects their wishes.

Samuel Smith, christianpost.com 

Appeals Court Protects Life Again

The Ninth U.S. Cir cuit Court of Ap peals ruled 7 – 4
(July 11) lift ing in junc tions that pre vi ously blocked en -
force ment of the Trump Ad min is tra tion’s Ti tle X Pro -
tect Life Rule.  This Rule cuts off fed eral fund ing to
or ga ni za tions that pro vide abor tions in the same fa cil i -
ties as other ser vices fi nanced by tax payer dol lars.  The
Rule can now go into ef fect………

This reg u la tion will stop fed eral fund ing flow ing to
Planned Par ent hood by ap prox i mately $60 mil lion. 

LIBERTY COUNSEL

Population Ways In The USA

Sta tis tics now prove in the USA, there are now more 
deaths (per year) in the USA than in fants who are be ing
born in the same time pe riod (per year).  In di rectly, our
pop u la tion is de creas ing!

Over 200,000 People Demand Disney
Stop LGBT Indoctrination 

The In ter na tional sig na ture gathering cam paign
from the CitizenGO cit i zen plat form “Dis ney: STOP
LGBT in doc tri na tion around the world” has been signed 

by over 200,000 peo ple so far.  With it, those cit i zens
want to show the en ter tain ment mul ti na tional firm how
strongly they dis agree with the in doc tri na tion track re -
cord on val ues pro moted by the LGBT groups that this
mega- corporation has been en dors ing for a few years,
against (the views) of their founder, Walt Dis ney…

Last July, al most 400,000 peo ple asked Walt Dis -
ney’s di rec tors via the plat form led by Arsuaga not to al -
low the cel e bra tion of the gay pride in their amuse ment
parks for chil dren.

Christiannewswire.ccsend.com 

Clergy Bless Abortion Clinic, Claim
“God Is Present in This Space”

Call ing kill ing un born ba bies “sa cred work,” a
group of Clergy gath ered July 9 to bless an Aus tin,
Texas abor tion fa cil ity. 

The Huffington Post  re ports the Re li gious  Co ali -
tion for Re pro duc tive Choice and Texas Free dom Net -
work or ga nized the event at the Whole Woman’s Health, 
an abor tion chain known for nu mer ous health and safety 
vi o la tions.

Amelia Fulbright, a cam pus min is ter in Aus tin, told
the news out let …they or ga nized the “bless ing” to en -
cour age the pa tients as well as the abor tion work ers.

“…It’s not that we think we’re bring ing God to this
place; we be lieve God is al ready pres ent in that space,
Fulbright told the news out lets.  …

Lifenews.com 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS: What ever bless ing these 
so-called clergy gave to the abor tion work ers, you can
be sure it was n’t from the LORD.  For a group of clergy
to sa lute such a heathenistic, bar baric prac tice as abor -
tion is ab so lutely tragic and to tally pa thetic.

Sword of the Lord.

Woe unto you who call evil good, and good
evil…therefore. as the fire devours the stubble, and the

flame consumes the chaff, so their root will be
rottenness, and their blossom will ascend like dust;

because they have rejected the law of the Lord of hosts,
and despised the word of the Holy one of Israel. 

(Isa. 5:20,24)



Bound By Sin 
Please read Gen e sis 18:20 - 33.

Ser mon Out line given by Pas tor Paul Larson, De troit 
Lakes, MN.

INTRODUCTION: The out stand ing out ward SIN of
Sodom and Go mor rah was ‘Ho mo sex uality’. With the
de struc tion of these cit ies, God made a very strong state -
ment as to how HE feels about this sin.

I. God has spo ken clearly about this sin.

 A.  When He gave the Law.  Lev. 18:22, Lev. 20:13.

B.  Through the proph ets, He re minded the Is ra el ites
why the cit ies were de stroyed. Ezek. 16:50.

C.  In the New Tes ta ment, this is con firmed as sin.  1
Cor. 6:9-10. 1 Tim. 1:9-10, Jude 1:7,  2 Pe ter 2:7.

II. Judg ment will come 

A.  God’s pa tience has a limit.  Gen. 6:3, Num. 14:18, 
Ex. 34:7.

B.  Ev ery one will have to an swer for the choices he
or she has made.  Rev. 20:13.

C.  God knows what the LGBTQ agenda is. 

III.  There is hope through godly re pen tance.

A.  Like any sin we com mit, there is for give ness
when we re pent.  1 John 1:9.

B.  Je sus can change us.  1 Cor. 6:11.

C.  So how should we deal with this is sue/sin?

1. Don’t be a name caller, by call ing names.

2.  Be sym pa thetic but not con don ing. 

3.  Un der stand what the BIBLE teaches.

4. Share the love, for give ness and power of
CHRIST.

5.  If they re pent, dis ci ple them in true Chris tian
liv ing to wards ma tu rity.

CONCLUSION: As Chris tians, we must firmly op -
pose the LGBTQ move ment.  We must rec og nize the
lead ers of this move ment are out to de stroy our Chris tian
roots as a Na tion.  Don’t let their de fec tive rea son ing
change what you know to be true ac cord ing to God’s
Word. 

Tempted

“Each man is tempted, when he drawn away by
his own lust and enticed.”  (James 1:14)

WE have what is known as wish-think ing.
By that, we mean think ing which does not fol low the

laws of logic but the im pulses of our whims and de sires. 
To strengthen or de fend our wishes, we try to pro vide
them with a foun da tion in logic.

There is a great deal of this think ing in daily life.  Un -
doubt edly it is this which makes many a pri vate and pub -
lic de bate so spir ited.

It is not so much a mat ter of as cer tain ing the TRUTH
but of de fend ing one’s own wishes.

In the hour of temp ta tion, wish-think ing oc curs it
con tem plates one’s own wishes.

If we can not de fend our ac tions from a moral stand -
point, we be come more zeal ous to de fend them on log i cal 
grounds.

The pro cess of in ner cor rup tion has set in. 
That fal si fi ca tion of char ac ter be gins which con sists

not only in com mit ting sin in the hour of temp ta tion, but
also in be ing un true to one self af ter wards in ly ing one self 
away from one’s evil mo tive.  By say ing that things went
so badly in the hour of temp ta tion, not be cause you
wanted to sin but be cause of the cir cum stances, be cause
of other peo ple, or be cause of your in her ent na ture.  You
blamed it all to these things.

By so do ing, you lied your self away from the deep est 
thing in sin; namely, its guilt; that you sinned will fully,
that it was your act.  

The hour of temp ta tion be comes the hour of our life’s 
great hu mil i a tion.

No doubt we all have mem o ries which cause our
faces to blush with shame.

We failed.  The metal in us was too soft.  We were ca -
pa ble of long ing, hop ing, think ing, and talk ing, but not of 
liv ing.  For to live is to be tempted.

God’s Word for Today by O. Hallesby, Copy right ©
1994, Augsburg For tress, Per mis sion Granted. 
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YOU CANNOT DO ABROAD WHAT YOU

ARE NOT WILLING TO DO AT HOME!

“We will tell the next gen er a tion the praise -
wor thy deeds of the Lord, his power, and

the won ders he has done.” Psalm 78:4

And this is most certainly true of and desire and
intent of all the Hauge Board Members and the

Editor!



8

Taking GOD at His Word

“For by Him all things were created that are in
heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers.  All things were created
through Him and for Him.  And He is before all
things and in Him all things consist” Colossians
1:16-17

Sci ence Agrees with God’s Word

The work of the In sti tute for Cre ation Re search be -
gins and ends with the firm con vic tion that the Bi ble is
wholly true.  As fol low ers of Christ, we trust him above
all else.  His Word com mu ni cates to us with great pur -
pose and clar ity, and we pro claim all of it and re ject any
com pro mise.  (So WE seek to fol low the ‘min is try in/of
the Morn ing Glory?  Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed -
er a tion; by the Grace of God)

ICR’s par tic u lar fo cus is on the sci ence that af firms
the Bi ble.  That’s why af ter al most 50 years of min is try,
we took the ex traor di nary step of build ing the ICR Dis -
cov ery Cen ter for Sci ence & Earth his tory. 

With our par tic u lar ex per tise in the fields of sci ence, 
we can bring to the ta ble what no other or ga ni za tion
can—far-rang ing, in-depth ev i dence that sci ence agrees
with God’s Word.

The Dis cov ery Cen ter will im merse peo ple of all
ages in the sci en tific ev i dence for bib li cal cre ation. 
ICR’s Mis sion in cludes teach ing the en tire bib li cal mes -
sage-be gin ning with Christ’s work at cre ation—and this 
new state-of-the-art fa cil ity will al low us a greater reach 
to bring God’s cre ation truth to those who need to hear
it.

Cre ation Mat ters

The mes sage of cre ation is needed more now than
ever be fore.  Our world is sat u rated with evo lu tion ary
hu man ism.  It af fects ev ery thing from the ed u ca tion of
our chil dren, to the news re ported in our me dia, to the
mov ies and shows we watch, to even—un for tu -
nately—the train ing of fered in Chris tian uni ver si ties
and sem i nar ies.  Many Chris tians mis tak enly think the
cre ation-evo lu tion de bate is ir rel e vant and un nec es sar -
ily di vi sive.  They could n’t be more wrong.

An un der stand ing of the gos pel re quires an un der -
stand ing of Gen e sis.  It is the foun da tion of the Bi ble’s
his tory and mes sage that God cre ated us in His im age
for a spe cial pur pose, and that al though this pur pose was 
de railed when Adam sinned, we can be re deemed and
our re la tion ship with God re stored through sav ing faith
in the work of Christ.

But evo lu tion ne gates this mes sage.  The Bi ble
states that the curse of sin is death, and this is why Christ 
came to de feat death on the cross and then rise again to
give us the life with Him we lost in Eden.  But if evo lu -
tion is true, then death ex isted be fore Adam’s sin.  Bil -
lions of life forms died long be fore hu mans ar rived on
the scene.  Death would n’t be the pen alty for sin, and
there fore, Christ’s sac ri fice be comes mean ing less, and
our hope is lost.

If God’s Word is au thor i ta tive in all ar eas, then pick -
ing and choos ing is n’t an op tion.  If it’s from God, how
can it be au thor i ta tive in some and not in oth ers?  The
cre ation mes sage en ables peo ple to see the truth about
God and His uni verse and helps es tab lish their faith on
the foun da tion of the whole of Scrip ture.

The Cre ation Move ment

Only one re li able ac count of or i gins ex ist, and it
was writ ten by God Him self in Gen e sis.  A nor mal
straight for ward read ing of the Gen e sis ac count de picts
six-day cre ation with 24-hour days oc cur ring about
6,000 years ago.  If this is true, then sci ence should find
sub stan tial ev i dence sup port ing spe cial cre ation as well
as other his tor i cal Gen e sis events such as Noah’s Flood
and the dis per sion at Ba bel.

Last month’s fea ture ar ti cle was “For Such a Time
as This,” de scrib ing how God raised Dr. Henry Mor ris
to be a cat a lyst for the mod ern cre ation move ment.  In
1950, Dr. Mor ris used his keen sci en tific mind to earn a
Ph.D. in hy drau lic en gi neer ing at the Uni ver sity of Min -
ne sota.

God also gave him a deep in ter est in the Gen e sis
Flood.  He com bined these pas sions to for mu late a
Flood model based on the Gen e sis nar ra tive and found
abun dant ev i dence for it.  In time, he re al ized bib li cal
cre ation was the best sci en tific ex pla na tion for the
world in which we live.  He also re al ized that no sci en -
tific ev i dence truly sup ports evo lu tion.

To gether with theo lo gian Dr. John Whitcomb, he
wrote the ground break ing book The Gen e sis Flood,
which led to many op por tu ni ties for him to speak and
write on bib li cal cre ation, and even tu ally to the found -
ing of ICR it self.  God gath ered a for mi da ble team from
many dis ci plines to sup port Dr. Mor ris’ vi sion and has
used them and oth ers in this min is try to reach mul ti ple
thou sands of peo ple with God’s cre ation truth.

Many of to day’s bib li cal creationist be lieved at
some point in their lives in evo lu tion and /or the deep
time pre sented by sec u lar sci ence.  What changed their
minds?  God’s Word.  Sci en tific ev i dence con tra dict ing
evo lu tion and deep time may have in tro duced doubt, but 
it was the Word that drew them to the truth.  Cre ation



sci en tists have dis cov ered over and over, year af ter year,
that their work in the sci en tific dis ci plines dem on strates
the ve rac ity of God’s Word—in clud ing Gen e sis.  The
sci en tific ev i dence they un cover re futes evo lu tion’s
empty phi los o phy that Earth, life, and the uni verse de vel -
oped ran domly over vast amounts of time, that hu man ity
is here by chance, and that life of fers lit tle or no ba sis for
a mean ing ful ex is tence.  Cre ation re search af firms the
value of life and the au thor ity of God’s Word. 

It Be gins and Ends with the Word

God spoke the uni verse into be ing with the words
“Let there be.”  Christ healed and ex or cised de mons with
His words.  God’s Word has the power to cre ate and the
power to save.  We must take God’s de scrip tion of re al ity
se ri ously.  He alone wit nessed His own cre ation–we did
not.

Many Chris tians to day com pro mise the Word of God 
in one re spect or an other.  ICR re jects any in ter pre ta tion
of Scrip ture that de nies or un der mines God’s work of
cre ation as taught in Gen e sis.  We can not com pro mise
be cause we take God at His Word.  He never lies.

The Word is clear.  Gen e sis 1-11 de scribes God cre at -
ing the uni verse in six 24-hour days about 6,000 years
ago.  At ICR, we write, pub lish, speak, and have built the
Dis cov ery Cen ter to pro claim God’s cre ation.  We will
con tinue to pro claim His Word in its power and pu rity,
and the Word will not fail to do its work.

Acts & Facts, Copyright © 2019, Permission Granted

There’s Still More to Be Had 

“And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the
cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the
LORD, which he spake by Elijah” 1 Kings 17:16.

In this, the bar rel and cruse were like the Word of
God it self, whether we think of the Scrip tures as a whole
or any sep a rate pas sage or text.   No mat ter how of ten we
may have read it, there is al ways more to be dis cov ered as 
we pon der it anew un der the guid ance of the Holy Spirit.

Evan ge list Gibbud, the New York mis sion er of more
than one hun dred years ago, used to like to tell of the un -
couth lad who at tended a school in the lower east side
dis trict of that great me trop o lis. 

He was very fond of his teacher be cause of the kindly 
in ter est she had taken in him.  One day he ap proached her 
desk af ter school was in ses sion hold ing out a very di lap i -
dated-look ing or ange in his dirty, grimy lit tle hand.

“Here, Teacher,” he said, “is an or ange I’ve brought
you.  It’s been squeezed some, but there’s lots in it yet!”

So it is with ev ery por tion of the Bi ble.  No one has
been able to ex haust the price less trea sure it con tains. 
There is al ways more to be ob tained from it for the re -
fresh ment of the soul.

Sword of the Lord

There Is A Time

There is a time, we know not when, 
A place, we know not where; 

Which marks the destiny of men 
To glory or despair. 

There is a line, by us unseen, 
Which crosses every path, 

Which marks the boundary between 
God’s mercy and His wrath. 

To pass that limit is to die, 
To die as if by stealth; 

It does not dim the beaming eye, 
Nor pale the glow of health. 

The conscience may be still at ease, 
The spirit light and gay; 

And that which pleases still may please, 
And care be thrust away. 

But on that forehead God hath set 
Indelibly a mark; 

Unseen by man, for man as yet, 
Is blind and in the dark. 

He feels perchance that all is well 
And every fear is calmed; 

He lives, he dies, he walks in hell, 
Not only doomed, but damned! 

O, where is that mysterious line 
That may by men be crossed, 

Beyond which God himself hath sworn, 
That he who goes is lost? 

An answer from the skies repeats, 
“Ye who from God depart.” 
TODAY, O hear His voice, 

TODAY repent and harden not your heart. 

-Joseph Addison Alexander 
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The Rapture and the Revelation 
Phase One and Phase Two of Christ’s Sec ond Com ing

Dr. John R. Rice 

The sec ond com ing of Je sus Christ is in two places. 
First, He co mes for His Own – that is the rap ture of the
saints.  (‘Saints’ are all those un der the Blood of JESUS,
by faith – Old & New Tes ta ment era, which in cludes
you and me of to day!).  Later He co mes back with His
own to ful fill His prom ise to Abra ham and to Da vid –
that is the rev e la tion. 

“Be hold, I come as a thief.  Blessed is he that
watcheth, and keepeth his gar ments.”  Rev e la tion
16:15

“Be hold, he com eth with clouds; and ev ery eye
shall see him and they also which pierced him.”  Rev e -
la tion 1:7 

The Rap ture 

First, the rap ture of the saints.  Now the word rap -
ture is not in the Bi ble.  How ever, it does de scribe a Bi -
ble ex pe ri ence.

“But I would not have you to be ig no rant, breth ren,
con cern ing them which are asleep, that ye sor row not,
even as oth ers which have no hope. For if we be lieve
that Je sus died and rose again, even so them also which
sleep in Je sus will God bring with him.  “For this say
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive 
and re main unto the com ing of the Lord shall not pre -
vent them which are asleep.”1 Thessalonians 4:13-15

The liv ing Chris tians will go up af ter those who are
asleep, that is, the dead, as de scribed here: 

“For the Lord him self shall de scend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the arch an gel, and with
the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
Then we which are alive and re main shall be caught up
to gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." (Vss. 16,
17).

When Je sus co mes for His own at the rap ture, there
will be a shout (the voice of the arch an gel), then  the
sounds of a trum pet (Ed. Per sonally, I be lieve only those 
who are IN Christ Je sus will ‘hear’ the “Trum pet”
sound), then the dead in Christ will rise first, then we
which are alive and re main will be caught up to gether
with them (those who have been res ur rected), to meet
the LORD in the air.

Je sus Christ could come back for His own at any
time.  No signs pre cede His com ing.  (Ed. Per sonally, I
be lieve/think there are many ‘signs’ of His com ing at
any time, AND per son ally, I don’t know of any ‘sign’

that has not been ful filled at least once).
“For our con ver sa tion is in heaven; from whence

also we look for the Sav iour the Lord Je sus Christ”
Philippians 3:20.

So we are to look not for signs, but the Sav iour! 
Then in Ti tus 2:13 we are told to be “look ing for that 

blessed hope, and the glo ri ous ap pear ing of the great
God and our Sav iour Je sus Christ.”

His com ing has been im mi nent since New Tes ta -
ment times. The apos tle Paul ex pected Je sus to come in
his life time; for he said, “Then we which are alive and
re main shall be caught up to gether with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever
be with the Lord” 1 Thessalonians 4:17. 

Af ter Je sus co mes for His own, the Antichrist will
then be re vealed on earth and have a suc cess ful reign for 
seven years call the Sev en ti eth Week of Dan iel, the day
of Ja cob’s Trou ble, or the (Great) Trib u la tion pe riod. 
While the Trib u la tion is tak ing place on earth, the saints
are be ing judged at the Judg ment Seat of Christ in
Heaven.  Later they will be wed to the Lamb, de scribed
as the mar riage (feast) of the Lamb.

“Let us be glad and re joice, and give hon our to him: 
for the mar riage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath
made her self ready.  And to her was granted that she
should be ar rayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the
fine linen is the righ teous ness of saints.  And he saith
unto me Write, Blessed are they which are called unto
the mar riage sup per of the Lamb.  And he saith unto me,
These are the true say ing of God” Rev e la tion 19:7-9.  

The Rev e la tion 

At the close of the Trib u la tion pe riod the saints,
along with Christ, will come back to this earth and Je sus
will sit down on Da vid’s throne and rule the na tion with
a rod of iron.  We call this com ing of Christ back to earth 
the rev e la tion, which is the sec ond phase of His com ing.

“Im me di ately af ter the trib u la tion of those days
shall the  sun be dark ened, and the moon shall not give
her light and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the
pow ers of the heav ens shall be shaken: And then shall
ap pear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see
the Son of Man com ing in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory.  And he shall send his an gels
with a great sound of a trum pet, and they shall gather
to gether his elect from the four winds; from one end of
heaven to the other” Mat thew 24:29-31.

Rev e la tion 1:7, “Be hold, he com eth with clouds,
and ev ery eye shall see him,” is speak ing of the rev e la -
tion, not the time when He co mes back as a thief in the
night for His own.  



First, there is the Trib u la tion (Mat thew 24:29) – “Im -
me di ately af ter the trib u la tion of those days…”  Sec ond,
Christ co mes at the rev e la tion (vs. 30) ––-”   … and they
shall see the Son of Man com ing in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory.”

Je sus Christ is com ing back to the earth lit er ally and
vis i bly to ful fill His prom ise to Abra ham and to Da vid:
“The LORD hath sworn in truth unto Da vid, he will not
turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy
throne” Psalm 132:11.

He will re turn this time to gather His own to gether,
not in the air but on the earth from whence He went.

“And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount
of Ol ives which is be fore Je ru sa lem” Zech a riah 14:4.

Je sus will lit er ally, phys i cally re turn to this earth and
sit down on Da vid’s throne.  The great so ci ety, dreamed
about for years, will then be come a re al ity.  The curse
brought on na ture be cause of sin will be re moved.  Wars
will be no more.  Righ teous ness will pre vail, and hap pi -
ness will be uni ver sal. 

Sa tan will be chained and bound and Chris tians will
reign with Christ.

“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me
in my throne, even as I also over came, and set down
with my Fa ther in his throne” Rev e la tion 3:21.

Many other won der ful things will hap pen, but I hope
this ex plains the sec ond com ing of Christ and the two
phases – the rap ture and rev e la tion. 

Sword of the Lord

\   \   \   \   \   \   \   \

The Watchtower Versus the Bible

By Ted Dencher 

Je ho vah’s Wit nesses have changed but lit tle in the
past years.  As a warn ing to un sus pect ing per sons, some
of them Chris tians, who may be en ticed into hav ing a
“home Bi ble Study” at the in vi ta tion of these her e tics, the 
fol low ing I of fered to what they teach in com par i son with 
the Bi ble teaches.

Je sus Christ.  They deny that the Christ-child was
born; that is why they will not cel e brate Christ mas. 
Quoting the book, Things in Which It Is im pos si ble for
God to Lie, page 211: “When did he be come Christ or
‘Anointed One’”?  “Af ter the prophet John the son of the
priest Zech a riah bap tized Je sus in the Jor dan River.” 
This doc trine was taught as early as the eighth cen tury
and is called “adoptionism.”  The teach ing is that Je sus
nei ther be came the Christ nor was even the Son of God
un til this bap tism.

The Bi ble teaches that Je sus was Christ (or Mes siah)
at His phys i cal birth: “Unto you is born this day in the
city of Da vid a Sav ior, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke
2:11). IF He was not the Sav ior at His birth, why does the
Bi ble say He was?

Je ho vah’s Wit nesses deny the de ity of Je sus.  The
above-quoted book states on page 231: “The apos tle
John does not call Je sus a ‘God-man,’ and nei ther does
any other Bi ble writer do so.  Je sus in the flesh was not a
mix ture of earthly and spir i tual, flesh and spirit.”  With
re gard to this, I re fer the reader to the fol low ing texts of
the Bi ble which af firm the de ity of Je sus Christ: Isa iah
48:12-16 (the Lord God sends Je ho vah His Son): Zech a -
riah 2:8-11, (Je ho vah sends Je ho vah)  Deu ter on omy
32:39 proves that Je sus is  not an other god than Je ho vah
(as Je ho vah’s Wit nesses be lieve Him to be), for in this
text the Fa ther makes clear there is no god of any kind 
with Him.  – John 1:1. 

Com pare Isa iah 44:6 and 48:12 with Rev e la tion
1:17, 18 …  Com pare Rev e la tion 1:7,8 with 22:12-16,
where ALPHA AND OMEGA is iden ti fied with God
(1:8) and Je sus (22:16).  See also Colossians 2:9 and He -
brews 1:8, where God the Fa ther calls Je sus [in Greek]
‘ho theos’, “the God”; John 20:28, where Thomas calls
Je sus ‘ho theos’ and is com mended by Christ for do ing
so.

The 144,000.  The Wit nesses be lieve that only
144,000 per sons will go to heaven, and the rest of those
who are re deemed will in habit the earth for ever.  But note 
this in the Scrip tures: in Rev e la tion 7:6 the “great mul ti -
tude” stands “be fore the throne!”  In Rev e la tion 14:3 the
144,000 are also be fore the throne!  So ac cord ing to the
Bi ble both groups are in the same place!  Where are they
in heaven or on earth?

Excerpt from Alliance Weekly

Ed i tor’s Note: They do not be lieve in the bodily res -
ur rec tion as the Bi ble teaches, and, Chris tians be lieve! 
Also, when they ‘knock’ at your door, they like to speak
about the ‘end times’, etc.

But not in vit ing them into your abode, tell them you
would like to dis cuss this with them; but first, pray to -
gether, but they won’t be cause they do not be lieve in the
‘Trin ity’ as we do!

They will not agree that JESUS CHRIST IS
ETERNAL, BUT state God ‘cre ated’ Je sus later.  Then
how can they agree with ‘OUR FATHER’ in which God
is Eter nal?

BEWARE as there are many, and I say many false
“Cults“ in the USA and around the world, lest you be
deceived.
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The Apocalypse 
By Theo Knutson, Norma, ND

(Ed i tor’s Note: I would like you to re al ize this ‘ar ti -
cle’ ap peared in the 1967 is sue of the Morn ing Glory:
now the chal lenge is up to YOU to ‘up-date’ it!

What in sight and dis cern ment GOD gave to this
godly farmer along with oth ers; who ex er cised the gift
of ‘dis cern ment’: as ev ery Chris tian has some ‘dis cern -
ment’ and it is up to us to ex er cise the same!!!)

“Be hold he com eth with the clouds; and ev ery eye
shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all 
kindreds of the earth shall wail be cause of him.  Even
so, Amen”

It may seem fool hardy for a lay man to at tempt to
deal at all with the Book of Rev e la tion.  It would per -
haps even seem su per flu ous for sea soned theo lo gians to
com ment any fur ther on this book, since we not only
have books and com men tar ies by the score but mul ti -
plied charts and di a grams as well; some by au thors who
would even in dulge in dates and du bi ous de tails, with a 
“yea ver ily” and an “amen.”

At a time, how ever, when the clergy in the main
church are prone to glibly re fer to the vis i ble church as a
“com mu nion of saints,” it could per haps be well to con -
sider what the Holy Spirit saith to the churches.

How does the av er age church of to day com pare
with the church at Ephesus?  I know thy works – yes
much works.  And thy la bors – oh yes, long ar du ous. 
Per haps even some pa tience.  And that thou canst not
bear them which are evil – or can we?  Had the ed i tor of
The Ansgar Lu theran read Bishop Oxnam’s book A Tes -
ta ment of Faith when he hon ored him with bold;
“Bishop Oxnam, the Lu ther ans sa lute you”?  Should not 
a man who says the Chris tian doc trine of the vi car i ous
atone ment of Christ is an of fense to him as does Bishop
Oxnam in the book be classed as an evil man?  The
church at Ephesus could not bear evil men who said they 
were apos tles and were not, but we bar men who in tro -
duce and ad vo cate the read ing of the blas phe mous in ter -
preter’s  Bi ble which in vol ume 1, page 817 reads:
“From the ear li est re cords of prim i tive sac ri fice man has 
been ob sessed by the ef fi cacy of in no cent Blood to save
from di sas ter.  Both the Ro man Cath o lic and the
Protestant churches have per pet u ated this prim i tive tra -
di tion in all their rit ual, in their hymns and sa cred books.  
Re al is tically, shed blood is hor ri ble be yond words.

Pro test, by call ing your pas tor’s at ten tion to mat ters
such as these, and he is very apt to an swer, “I don’t share 
your alarm”; and he might has ten to add “Whether it be
books or such men, there is so much good in them, it far

out-weighs the evil.”  Or as a teacher from one of our
Chris tian schools put it: “You must re mem ber, there is
not only the white and the black there is also the gray”
(Ed. Where, in what “camp” do you find ‘gray’ in the
Bi ble – spir i tu ally?)  In other words, as long as a thing is
not all evil, for peace’s sake, we must try to go long!  To
do evil that good may come is not only per mis si ble, but
com mend able.

Well, these are some of the an swers Neo-Or tho doxy 
is com ing out with as they re-think and re-vamp the old
and proven path.

The church at Ephesus had left her first love, and
was warned by “Him whose head and hair were white
like wool, as white as snow; and whose eyes were as a
flame of fire: Re mem ber from whence thou art fallen,
and re pent, and do thy first works; or else I will come
unto thee quickly, and will re move thy can dle stick out
of his place ex cept thou re pent.” But we have churches
filled with men who have never ex pe ri enced this love,
who are so of ten re ferred to as a com mu nion of saints.

But where are these saints when the pas tor once a
year calls for a week of Bi ble study?  Only a frac tion of
them show up and that at such ir reg u lar at ten dance that
it would be hard for them to glean any thing good, even
though it was there.

And the prayer ses sion?  But why should saints be
ex pected to pray in pub lic when each has their pri vate
prayer closet?  Our wit ness is in pay ing our dues and
giv ing gen er ously to the church.  It is the preacher who
should pray and preach pub licly; so say the twen ti eth
cen tury saints!

Paul does not agree how ever: “If thou shalt con fess
with thy mouth the Lord Je sus and shalt be lieve in thy
heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved.  For with the heart, man be liev eth unto righ -
teous ness; and with the mouth, con fes sion is made unto
sal va tion.”  (Ro man 10:9-10)

It seems as if most peo ple would rather pay through
the nose than per mit con fes sion or tes ti mony to es cape
through the mouth.  These twen ti eth cen tury pan -
cake-sup per saints will, how ever, make ma te rial for the
World Church, the Great Bab y lon, which is also called
‘The Great Whore.’  Since many of these so-called
saints have never ex pe ri enced this love, they nat u rally
cannot have left it nor know what is meant by hav ing left 
the first love.  Let me hum bly con fess here and now that
it is through no fore sight, good ness or pi ety on my part
that I have ex pe ri enced this love.  I was pulled as a fire -
brand out of the burn ing, and it is only be cause God’s
grace has been great to ward me that time and time again, 
I have been “jerked up” through sick ness, a hail storm,
ac ci dent, or oth er wise for hav ing left my first love. 



Chas tise ment, cou pled with eye-salve to see God’s lov -
ing prov i dence, has re stored me time and again. It is the
one who has been for given much who loves much (Luke
7:36-47).  Is it any won der that those of us who find all
our com fort, all our joy, and all our hope in the shed
Blood can not bear those who rid i cule and scoff at the
blood atone ment?

The time has come when the “three camps” are fast
shap ing up:  The camp of the beast Com mu nism (to day
So cial ism/Mus lims), which by the help of, and through
the U.N., will soon have erected its one-world gov ern -
ment.  The camp of the whore – The Apos tate church
through which the WCC will soon have erected the one
world church, which is the Great Bab y lon.  The camp of
the bride – the blood bought twice-born saints, who shall
over come their ac cuser by “the blood of the Lamb; and
by the word of their tes ti mony, for they love not their 
lives unto death.” 

A Leg acy of Faith

(Please read 2 Tim o thy 1:5-14)

“I am re minded of your sin cere faith, which first lived 
in your grand mother Lois and in your mother

Eunice”  II Tim o thy 1:5.

Long be fore the de ci sive mo ment when Billy Gra -
ham came to faith in Christ at age six teen, his par ents’ de -
vo tion to Je sus was ev i dent.  They both came to faith
while grow ing up within a fam ily of be liev ers.  Af ter
their mar riage, Billy’s par ents con tin ued that leg acy by
lov ingly nur tur ing their chil dren, in clud ing pray ing and
read ing Scrip ture and at tend ing church with them.  The
solid foun da tion Gra ham’s par ents laid for Billy was part
of the soil God used to bring him to faith and, even tu ally,
to his call ing as a bold Evan ge list.

The apos tle Paul’s young pro te gee Tim o thy also ben -
e fit ted from a strong spir i tual foun da tion.  Paul wrote,
“Your sin cere faith …first lived in your grand mother
Lois and in your mother Eunice”  2 Tim o thy 1:5.  This
leg acy helped pre pare and steer Tim o thy’s heart in ward
to faith in Christ.

Now Paul urged Tim o thy to carry on this faith tra di -
tion (v. 5),   to “fan into flame the gift of God”  within him 
through the Holy Spirit, who “gives us power“ (vv.6-7). 
Be cause of the power of the Spirit, Tim o thy could fear -
lessly live for the Gos pel (v. 8).  A strong spir i tual leg acy
does n’t guar an tee we’ll come to faith, but the ex am ple
and mentoring of oth ers can help pre pare the way.  And
af ter we re ceive Je sus as Sav ior, the Spirit will guide us in 

ser vice, in liv ing for Him, and even in nur tur ing the faith
of oth ers.

Who or what did God use to help to lay 
the foun da tion for your faith?

Can you help to do this in some one’s life to day?

Lord, thank You for the be liev ers who helped shape
my faith.  Help me to rely on Christ’s Spirit for the

strength to boldly wit ness for You.

Copyright © 2019  Our Daily Bread Ministries,
Permission Granted

\   \   \   \   \   \   \   \

Hans Nielsen Hauge  

Re li gious Ex pe ri ences 
The por tions of Scrip ture most of fen sive to flesh and

blood were the most pre cious to me; for ex am ple: he who
would be Je sus’ dis ci ple must deny all he has, even his
own life (Luke 14:26-27) and sell what he owns; we must 
through much trib u la tion en ter into the King dom of God
(Acts 14:22) and suf fer per se cu tion for righ teous ness
sake (Mat thew 5:10).  This I did not be lieve any hyp o -
crite would be able to du pli cate.  

Af ter I had la bored thus for more than half a year, I
met a group of peo ple who had been spir i tu ally awak -
ened three years ear lier.  They tried to gain my con fi -
dence with a view to hav ing me join forces with them.  I
re cip ro cated heart ily and in wardly as sented; but my
judg ment, con science and the call I had re ceived were all
against it.  There fore, I hes i tated and was not will ing to
make such a de ci sion.  It is pos si ble that pride over the
honor shown me as well as other sins may have clouded
my dis cern ment.  Still, the Lord guided and ad mon ished
me by His Spirit.  For such an as so ci a tion would have
hin dered my call ing.  There fore, I con sid ered Paul’s
words in 1 Co rin thi ans 7 wor thy of be ing fol lowed.  It is
true that one can not ap ply these pas sages to all or else the
world would be come un in hab ited. From Paul’s state -
ments, it is clear that both the mar ried and the un mar ried
state may be with out blame.

So, I trav eled about as usual and talked with peo ple;
but I had lost some thing.  My talks took the form of par a -
bles, richer in pic tures than in spirit.  For a year there
were no re sults to speak of.  But the sec ond au tumn I
found a his tory of Tauler’s con ver sion. This book taught
me the depth of the well from which one can draw spir i -
tual wa ter to cleanse his own heart.  It seemed to me now
that a clearer light shone in my heart and the Holy Scrip -
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tures be came more liv ing to me.  And if I did not so of -
ten ex pe ri ence God’s spe cial speak ing (Dan iel 9) and
sub lime feel ings, still I was aware of the Holy Spirit’s
ad mo ni tions and work ing – He who wit nessed within
me that I was a child of God (Romans 8:6).

Be yond that, it was my duty to walk by faith and not 
by sight.  My all-pow er ful Mas ter was go ing on a jour -
ney into a far coun try and it be hooved me to be a true
and wise stew ard.  Even though re turn ing at mid night,
He would find me awake giv ing his ser vants their por -
tion of meat in due sea son (Luke 12:42). 

I was hum bled and amazed at the ef fi cacy of the
grace God re vealed in me: ‘That it pleased my good Fa -
ther to give me, such a mis er a ble and weak per son as I,
the power to in flu ence more and more peo ple with the
de sire to go on in the way of Sal va tion.’  Still, I did not
in dulge in many such thoughts for spir i tual pride would
have re sulted.  Rather I pro ceeded for the most part like
an out sider.  That is to say, with out al low ing my sense
and un der stand ing to judge these things or my left hand
to know what my right hand was do ing   For I no ticed
that things turned out best when my heart burned with
con cern for the sal va tion of my fellowmen.  I felt it was
my duty to preach and did not think about the wages. 
Moved by love’s fil ial fear, I tried to work with all my
strength. 

I was sin gu larly driven by the power of the Spirit of
God to speak to peo ple.  For even though at times I was
tempted to re main si lent for fear of per se cu tion by
wicked men, still that was only to bring upon my self the
ex pe ri ence and cry of the prophet in Jer e miah 20:9.  It
was as if a fire burned within me and I could not keep
still, es pe cially when many peo ple were pres ent.

At such times I was not al ways con scious of what I
said, be cause I was car ried away by my emo tions.  Later
when I thought back, won der ing whether I had spo ken
rightly, and in my doubt asked my most en light ened
friends, not only they, but even my op po nents, as serted
that I had spo ken well and up held the teach ings of
Christ.

At times it would hap pen that I had made up my
mind on a Sunday to go to a cer tain house or place where 
peo ple were as sem bled and there tell the un be liev ers the 
truths that I was med i tat ing upon in such a way that they
ac cept them as God’s Word and not fool ish ness.  I in -
tended to share with them their un god li ness and to ed ify
the be liev ers.  But when I came to the spec i fied place, I
was able to say very lit tle and found my self very help -
less.  

In this way, I learned not to put con fi dence in my
own plans.  Rec og nizing my own in suf fi cien cies and
de pend ence on God’s grace, I asked the Lord for power.  

I found that when I sur ren dered my self to Him, ask ing
Him to di rect my speech and be liev ing that He would do 
it in that very hour (Mat thew 10), it was al ways easy for
me to speak of the way of life.

I trav eled about the coun try more ex ten sively from
year to year, con fess ing the name of the Lord.  My mind
was oc cu pied with godly thoughts as well as with the
Holy Scrip tures, and temp ta tions lost their power.  For
though I was tempted out wardly by evil de sires and in -
wardly by evil thoughts, es pe cially in dreams, I re -
garded them only as the birds that flew over my head but 
found no rest ing place in me.  The most im por tant thing
was to keep hum ble and al ways re al ize that I was so
only by the grace of God.  When Sa tan tempted me, I
called upon God for help and was able to con quer.

I was plagued by un be lief born of hu man rea son ing
and at other times by fool ish su per sti tion.  But I with -
stood un be lief by ar gu ing that the life I had was the hap -
pi est.  For God’s Spirit in the heart, the Holy Scrip tures,
rea son and tem po ral ex pe ri ence to gether teach and con -
firm that he is the hap pi est who has faith in God and
lives a vi car i ous life.  I was set free from su per sti tion by
these same four wit nesses, so that I joined spir i tual and
phys i cal forces in seek ing to use the world and not to
abuse it.   (Ed i tor: Likely con tin ued in the next is sue of
the Morn ing Glory) 

Autobiographical Writings of Hans Nielsen Hauge,
Augsburg Publishing House, Copyright 1954.

\   \   \   \   \   \   \   \

“I would rather have fifty peo ple on their
knees, on a Sat ur day night pray ing for the
sal va tion of souls in my ser vices on Sunday,
than have a page in the Sat ur day New York
Times.”

Wil liam Ward Ayer 

ANOTHER GODLY PERSON SAID:

I WOULD RATHER BE THE MEANS OF
SETTING 10 SOULS ON FIRE FOR THE
LORD, THEN THE MEANS OF 100
CONVERTS!

Ed i tor: How about you spe cif i cally pray ing in
like-man ner for the min is try of the Morn ing Glory and
the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion?



The Attributes of God
This is the fourth in a se ries of ar ti cles about the char -

ac ter and na ture of God.  The church to day has brought
God down to a hu man level and con se quently peo ple
view and re late to Him through strictly hu man terms and
we have for got ten Who it is “with whom we have to do.”
(Heb. 4:13)

The next at trib ute that we will look at is that God is
Just.  This means that He is Fair and Im par tial.  Deut.
32:3-4 de clares, “For I pro claim the name of the LORD;
As cribe great ness to our God!  “The Rock! His work is
per fect, For all His ways are just; A God of faith ful ness
and with out in jus tice, Righ teous and up right is He.”  God
shows no par tial ity of peo ple, mean ing that He does n’t re -
gard phys i cal or in tel lec tual dif fer ences be tween men to
their ad van tage or det ri ment.  All of God’s deal ings with
man kind are per fectly just from God’s per spec tive.  It does 
not al ways ap pear this way to men when they view it from
our per spec tive.  I once saw an ep i sode on An i mal Planet
on the Am a zon River where a young boy fell into the wa -
ter and was eaten alive by pi ra nhas.   This seems to tally
un fair and un just when peo ple con sider this.  “How could
God al low this to hap pen to an in no cent child?”  We don’t
nec es sar ily know the an swer to this, but re mem ber that,
“there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and
sinneth not.”  (Ec cle si as tes 7:20)  There is no one who is in -
no cent be fore God, and why God chooses to al low fewer
days to some peo ple ver sus oth ers is part of His in fi nite
plan and wis dom, which is al ways per fect.  When we hear
of things like this it is better to ask the ques tion, “Why has
God NOT taken me be cause of my sin?”  God’s deal ings
with peo ple are not in flu enced by what peo ple are by birth
or in tel lect or any other hu man trait. “Then Pe ter opened
his mouth, and said, Of a truth I per ceive that God is no re -
specter of per sons:  But in ev ery na tion he that feareth
him, and worketh righ teous ness, is ac cepted with Him.”
(Acts 10:34-5)

An other at trib ute is that God is Faith ful.  This
means that He al ways Keeps His Prom ises. “If we en -
dure, we shall also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He
also will deny us;  If we are faith less, He re mains faith ful; 
for He can not deny Him self.” (2 Tim o thy 2:12-13)  When we 
read of the prom ises of God in Scrip ture, we can be as -
sured that they re main true to us for all time be cause God
re mains faith ful to His prom ises.  God has prom ised to
for give our sins if we con fess them to Him.  “If we con -
fess our sins, He is faith ful and righ teous to for give us
our sins and to cleanse us from all un righ teous ness.”  (I
John 1:9)  Think how re volt ing it would be if we con fessed

our sins to Him and He were to re ply to us, “No, I will not 
for give you.”  You would be left ut terly help less and lost.  
But this won’t hap pen be cause God is faith ful to His
Word to us, and He has prom ised to for give us when we
con fess and re pent and come to Je sus.  God will stand be -
hind His prom ises for ever and with His Al mighty Power.  
“For as many as may be the prom ises of God, in Him they 
are yes; where fore also by Him is our Amen to the glory
of God through us.” (2 Cor.1:20)

God is also Be nev o lent.  This means that He is good, 
kind and de sir ing our wel fare.  “Give thanks to the
LORD, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is ev er -
last ing.” (Psalm 136:1)  Since we are God’s cre ation, He
de sires that we live in Him and have com mu nion and
faith and obe di ence with Him.  Since God is all-know ing, 
He knows that we can’t be lieve in Him or come to Him
on our own.  There fore, He reaches down by His grace to
move us to Him self.  It is the good ness of God that leads
us to re pen tance, as Romans 2:4 states, “Or do you think
lightly of the riches of His kind ness and for bear ance and
pa tience, not know ing that the kind ness of God leads you
to re pen tance?”  When any sin ner re pents of their sins, it
is be cause the Spirit of God has first worked con vic tion
and the de sire and abil ity to re pent.  We sim ply re spond
to what God’s good ness is prompt ing us to do.  Apart
from Him, we would re main spir i tu ally dead and sep a -
rated from God for ever.

God does not de light in the death of the wicked. 
Even though their sin brings about God’s wrath, His
good ness de sires that they re pent and turn to Him, not
that they would re main in sin and be un der His wrath. 
“Do I have any plea sure in the death of the wicked,” de -
clares the Lord God, “rather than that he should turn
from his ways and live? (Ezekiel 18:23)  God wills that all
men be saved and come to the knowl edge of the truth. 
“This is good and ac cept able in the sight of God our Sav -
ior,  who de sires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowl edge of the truth.”  (I Tim. 2:3-4)  God’s good ness is
for all peo ple in the world, not just for a cer tain group of
peo ple.  “The Lord is not slow about His prom ise, as
some count slow ness, but is pa tient to ward you, not wish -
ing for any to per ish but for all to come to re pen tance.” 
(2 Pet. 3:9)  This is God’s de sire for you to day.

Dear reader, have you per son ally ex pe ri enced the
Good ness of the Lord?  “Like new born babes, long for
the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in re -
spect to sal va tion,  if you have tasted the kind ness of the
Lord.”  (I Pet. 2:2-3)  

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN
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